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HOUSE BI LL 1224

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative N xon

Read first time 01/21/2003. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to replacenent of |license plates; and anendi ng RCW
46. 16. 233.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 46.16.233 and 2000 ¢ 37 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except for those license plates issued under RCW 46. 16. 305(1)
before January 1, 1987, under RCW 46.16.305(3), and to commerci al
vehicles with a gross weight in excess of twenty-six thousand pounds,
effective with vehicle registrations due or to becone due on January 1
2001, all wvehicle license plates nust be issued on a standard
background, as designated by the departnent. ((Addit+oenratty))

(2) To ensure maximum legibility and reflectivity, the departnent
shall periodically provide for the replacenent of |icense plates as
specified by this section, except for commercial vehicles with a gross
weight in excess of twenty-six thousand pounds. ( ( Freguency—ot
replacerent—shalt)) The functional lifetine of the |icense plate nust
be established in accordance with enpirical studies docunenting the
| ongevity of the reflective materials used to nmake |icense pl ates.
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(3) The departnent may, upon the transfer of a vehicle, require the
new owner to replace the license plates at the sane tinme the new owner
registers the vehicle if the vehicle's existing license plates have

exceeded their functional lifetine. The departnent nay replace |license
plates at other tines upon request of the current owner if the
functional lifetine of the plates has been exceeded. The depart nent

shall not require replacenent of license plates at other tines.

--- END ---
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